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Calls to Worship and Invocations

Come let us sing unto the Lord: Let us make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands. Let us serve the Lord with gladness and came into his presence with singing.

--Psalm 100

Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the place, and the city, and the heart, and the mountain, and the refuge, and the cave, and the valley, and the land, and the sea, and the island, and the meadow where mention of God hath been made and His praise glorified.

--From the Baha'i Writings

O Great Spirit! Watch over us as we begin this day. Protect us as we live in your care. Give us bounty and hold us from harm. We are your children and wish only to please you. We hold our Mother Earth close to our hearts and wish her goodness. We thank You for your love.

--American Indian

Prayers
Thanksgiving for Scout Brotherhood

O Lord, we give You thanks for the gift of Scouting. We thank You for the wisdom and foresight of our Chief, whose first camp on Brown Sea was the forerunner of our Brotherhood. We thank You for the enthusiasm and self-sacrifice of those, his immediate followers, to whom the early guidance of our Movement was entrusted. Above all, 0 Lord, we thank You that You have permitted us, Your servants to take our share in the service of the boyhood of our country; and for all the inspiration and happiness that Scouting has brought into our own lives.

We ask for Your blessing on our Chief, upon the boys whom we are privileged to lead, and upon the Brotherhood of Scouts throughout the world.

May we go forward re-dedicated to this, Your service, and in humble gratitude for Your many mercies.

Grant this, 0 Lord, for the sake of Your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Scout is a Friend to All

Fill us, 0 Lord, with Your spirit that we may observe Your command, "Love one another, even as I loved you." May we know the love that sees only the good and is patient and forbearing; that grows stronger when difficulties increase; and that overleaps the barriers of class, of creed, and of country. Help us to love the neighbor we know so that we may learn to love our fellow men whom we have not seen. Strengthen the bond between Scout and Scout in our Group, in our land, and throughout the World. So may we further the coming of Your Kingdom of goodwill and love; following the example of Jesus Christ. Amen

For Harmony Amongst Ourselves

Father, we pray for harmony; as we seek to preserve in our Scouts the natural spirit of mutual good will, help us to show them a true example. Grant that the relations between all Scouters may ever be those of hearty cooperation and true affection. Let no class, race or policy divide us. Let personal ambition be far from us, and may we ever regard it as our chief privilege to serve You in this holy labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Leadership

O Lord, grant that we may so carry out in our lives the spirit of the Scout Law that we may teach it to others by living it ourselves. Grant also, 0 Lord, that we may understand the true meaning of Service for others, and humbly follow the great example of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Live Together in Love and Joy and Peace

O God, who has joined us together in the fellowship of our Troop, teach us to live together in love and joy and peace. Help us to guard our Honor and to live loyal to You, our leaders and all our friends; that, with gallant and high-hearted happiness, we may strive for the setting up of Your Kingdom in the world; through Him who loved us and gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

To Be Scout like

Grant to us, Lord, the spirit to think and to do always such things, as be Scout like; that we, who cannot do any good thing without You, may by You be enabled to live according to our Promise and Law; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Courage and Strength

0 God help us always to be of good cheer. Let us not be disheartened by our difficulties. Let us never doubt Your love or any of Your promises. Give us grace to be encouragers of others, never discouragers. Let us not go about with sadness or fear among men, but let us always make life easier, never harder, for those who come within our influence; for the sake of Jesus Christ

Amen.

A Closing Prayer

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon us and upon all our work; may He give us Light to guide us, Courage to support us, and Love to unite us, now and evermore. Amen.

Benediction

May the Lord bless us and keep us; the Lord make His face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; the Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon us and give us peace, this day (or night) and for evermore. Amen.

Prayers for Peace from Westminster Abbey

0 God, the Father of all mankind, strengthen, we pray thee, all who are striving after true brotherhood and who are working for righteousness and peace. Guide the hearts and minds of rulers and statesmen that they may seek first thy kingdom and the establishing of justice and freedom for all peoples, both great and small. Amen

Lord, make us instruments of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy; for they mercy and for thy truth's sake. Amen

Prayer of Thanks Giving 

 We thank you today 

For the adventure of Scouting, 

For the unselfishness of parents, 

For the patience of teachers 

And for the encouragement of friends. 



Prayer of Thanks for the Founder 

We give thee thanks, O Lord, for our Founder's life of service and for his gift of Scouting to the world. Help us to hold firmly to the Law, which he gave us for guidance and so to understand more, fully thy will. Inspire us to find a way of life, in which the youth of all nations may find unity and true brotherhood. 

Amen. 

God of the Open Air

God of the open air, we kneel reverently in this temple not made with hands. 

The tall pines lift our thoughts above us to the Source of all this beauty. 

The singing of the feather-throated choir puts a melody in our hearts, a song of joy and praise and trust. 

All the discordant notes of the world are muted; all the problems of life are forgotten. 

We are filled with an inner peace and know that here we have found Thee. 

As we leave this hallowed spot, may the reality of Thy presence go with us to give us courage and strength for our daily tasks. 

 Amen. 

God of the Sea

God of the sea, the winds, the tides, we praise thee for the greatness of thy power and the certainty of thy laws. We see careless picnickers throw their litter to be carried far out into the sea by the outgoing tied, but the next morning it lies stranded on the beach where the high tide has left it. 

 So it is, our Father, in our lives. We throw out a careless word, an unkind thought, and it comes back to us in resentments and friendlessness. A selfish act, a yielding to temptation, or a deed left undone comes back as a haunting memory, another's failure, or a missed opportunity. 

 Help us, Our Father, to cast only good upon the waters that good may come back with the tide. Amen. 

Camping in the Snow 

 Lord, we are camping in the snow today; 

We may fear the cold, 

But we trust that Your Spirit 

Will guide and warm us. 

Beaver Prayer 

 The air we breathe, the friends we meet, 

The walk to use our eyes and feet, 

The things around us make us say, 

Thank you, God, for each new day! 

Sioux Prayer 

 Ho! Great Spirit, Grandfather, you have made everything and are in everything. You sustain everything, guide everything, provide everything, and protect everything, because everything belongs to you. I am weak, poor and lowly; nevertheless, help me to care, in appreciation and gratitude to you and for everything. 

 I love the stars, the sun and the moon, and I thank you for our beautiful mother, the Earth, whose many breasts nourish the fish, the fowls and the animals, too. May I never deceive Mother Earth; may I never deceive my people; may I never deceive myself; and above all, may I never deceive you. 



A Scout's Prayer 

 We have hiked along life's pathway, 

Our packs upon our backs, 

We have pitched our tents and rested 

Here and there along the tracks. 

We have used our compass wisely 

To guide us on our way 

And hope to reach the campsite 

Of our Great Chief Scout some day. 

We have tried to be trustworthy - 

Kept our honor high and clean, 

We have been as loyal as any 

To our Country and our Queen. 

We have done our best at all times - 

Kept our Promise - been prepared, 

And hope our good deeds please Him 

When at last our souls are bared. 

We have lightened others' burdens, 

With our smiles along the way, 

We have kept our hand in God's hand, 

Walked beside Him day by day. 

And when our span of life runs out, 

We'll make this gentle plea - 

May we sit around His Campfire 

At the Final Jamboree. 

Thanks Be to God 

 Thanks to God for things we see, 

The growing flower, the waving tree, 

Our mother's face, the bright blue sky 

Where birds and clouds go floating by; 

Thanks be to God for seeing. 

Thanks to God for things we hear, 

For sounds of friends who laugh and cheer, 

The merry bells, the songs of birds, 

For stories, tunes, and kindly words; 

Thanks be to God for hearing. 

Beaver Prayer II

 Now, before I run to play, 

Don't let me forget to pray 

To God who keeps me through the night 

And wakes me up with morning light; 

Help me, Lord, to love you more 

Than I have ever loved before, 

In my work and in my play; 

Thank you, God, for another day. 

 Lord We Thank You

Lord, we thank you for this day. 

Help us to do our best every day, 

And forgive use when we slip. 

Teach us to be kind to other people 

And to help them at all times 

Bless our parents and teachers and leaders 

And all the members of Scouting 

Bless us, Lord in your love for us 

Help us to be better Scouts 

And let us do our best for you 

Amen 



We Thank You Lord.... 

 For the lives of Lord and Lady Baden-Powell. 

For all the fun and adventures we have in Scouting 

For the worldwide brotherhood of Scouts 

For the beauty of the world and all the marvelous things 

You have made in nature 

For keeping us fit and well and happy 

For our homes, our parents, and all who look after us 

Please help us....

 To be good sportsmen, fair and honest in work as in play and in everything we do. 

To find ways of serving you by helping other people as best we can 

To be worthy of our uniform and loyal to our promise, 

Behaving as true brothers to all mankind 

To look after your creation and keep this world as lovely a place as you intended it to be 

To help all children who are not so lucky as we, 

Especially those who are hungry or lonely, sick or sad 

To be loving and caring as we grow older and to do our 

Best to repay your blessings in every way we can. 

Lord's Prayer 

(Translated from Chinook) 

 Our father who stayeth in the above 

God in our hearts be Thy name, 

God Thou Chief among all people 

God Thy will upon earth 

As in the above. 

Give us every day our food; 

If we do evil, 

Be not Thou very angry, and if 

Anyone evil towards us 

Not we angry towards them 

Send away far from us all evil. 

Canoeing Prayer 

 Lord, we will be canoeing today; 

We shall be very busy; 

If, during the course of the day 

We forget about you, 

Please don't forget about us. 

God of the Universe

God of the universe, help us to see the hope of a better future for all your people. Help us to rise above our own likes and dislikes when there are more important things to consider, and to play our part in achieving some great good for our country and for the world. Amen. 

Gaelic Prayer 

 Be Thou a bright flame before me, 

Be Thou a guiding star above me, 

Be Thou a smooth path below me, 

And be a kindly shepherd behind me, 

Today, tonight and forever. 



Earth Prayer 

"Grandfather, Great Spirit, once more behold me on earth and lean    to hear my feeble voice.  You lived first, and you are older than all    need, older than all prayer.  All things belong to you -- the two-legged, the four-legged, the wings of the air, and all green things that live.

"You have set the powers of the four quarters of the earth to cross each other.  You have made me cross the good road and road of    difficulties, and where they cross, the place is holy.  Day in, day out, forevermore, you are the life of things."

 Hey! Lean to hear my feeble voice.   At the center of the sacred hoop   You have said that I should make the tree to bloom.

 With tears running, O Great Spirit, my Grandfather, with running eyes I must say    the tree has never bloomed

 Here I stand, and the tree is withered.    Again, I recall the great vision you gave me.

 It may be that some little root of the sacred tree still lives.    Nourish it then    that it may leaf    and bloom    and fill with singing birds!

 Hear me, that the people may once again    Find the good road    And the shielding tree.

 The Sunset 

 Then I was standing on the highest mountain of them all, and round about beneath me was the whole hoop of the world.  And while I stood there I saw more than I can tell and I understood more than I saw; for I was seeing in a sacred manner the shapes of all things in the spirit, and the shape of all shapes as they must live together like one being.

And I say the sacred hoop of my people was one of the many hoops that made one circle, wide as daylight and as starlight, and in the center grew one mighty flowering tree to shelter all the children of one mother and one father.  And I saw that it was holy...

But anywhere is the center of the world.

Clean Hands

Make me always ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes.   So when life fades, as the fading sunset, my spirit may come to you without shame.

OH, GREAT SPIRIT

O Great Spirit, Whose voice I hear in the winds, and whose breath gives life to all the world, hear me! I am small and weak; I need Your strength and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset.

Make my hands respect the things You have made, and my ears sharp to hear Your voice.

Make me wise so that I may understand the things You have taught my people.

Let me learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock.

I seek strength, not to be greater than my brother, but to fight my greatest enemy; myself.

Make me always ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes.

So when life fades, as the fading sunset, my spirit may come to You without shame.



Songs

Michael Row the Boat Ashore

Michael, row the boat ashore, Alleluia,

Michael, row the boat ashore, Alleluia. 

Jordan's River is chilly and cold, Alleluia,

Kills the body but not the soul, Alleluia. 

Jordan's River is deep and wide, Alleluia,

Meet my mother on the other side, Alleluia. 

Gabriel, blow the trumpet horn, Alleluia,

Blow the trumpet loud and long, Alleluia. 

Brother, lend a helping hand, Alleluia,

Brother, lend a helping hand, Alleluia. 

Michael's boat's a gospel boat, Alleluia,

Michael's boat's a gospel boat, Alleluia. 

Michael, row the boat ashore, Alleluia,

Michael, row the boat ashore, Alleluia. 

Amazing Grace

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost, but now I'm found;

Was blind, but now I see

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

And grace my fear relieved.

How precious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares

We have already come.

'Twas grace that brought us safe this far,

And grace will bring us home.

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost, but now I'm found;

Was blind, but now I see

Scout Vespers

Softly falls the light of day,

As our campfire fades away.

Silently, each Scout should ask,

"Have I done my daily task?"

"Have I kept my honor bright,

Can I guiltless sleep tonight?

Have I done and have I dared,

Every thing to be prepared?"

Kum Ba Ya

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya.

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya.

Kum ba ya, My Lord, Kum ba ya.

Oh Lord, Kum ba ya.

Some one's crying Lord, Kum ba ya.

Some one's laughing Lord, Kum ba ya.

Some one's shouting Lord, Kum ba ya.

Some one's praying Lord, Kum ba ya.

Kum ba ya, My Lord Kum ba ya.



Kum Ba Ya -- The Scout Law Version

Kum-ba-yah my Lord, Kum-ba-yah

Kum-ba-yah my Lord, Kum-ba-yah

Kum-ba-yah my Lord, Kum-ba-yah

O, Lord, Kum-ba-yah.

A Scout's trustworthy Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

A Scout is loyal, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

A Scout is helpful, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

O, Lord, Kum-ba-yah.

A Scout is friendly, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

A Scout is courteous, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

A Scout is kind, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

O, Lord, Kum-ba-yah.

A Scout's obedient, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

A Scout is cheerful, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

A Scout is thrifty, Lord, Kum-ba-yah,

O, Lord, Kum-ba-yah.

A Scout is brave, Lord, Kum-ba-yah

A Scout is clean, Lord, Kum-ba-yah

A Scout is reverent, Lord, Kum-ba-yah

O, Lord, Kum-ba-yah.

Kum-ba-yah my Lord, Kum-ba-yah

Kum-ba-yah my Lord, Kum-ba-yah

Kum-ba-yah my Lord, Kum-ba-yah

O, Lord, Kum-ba-yah.

Kum bah yah

Kum bah yah my Lord, Kum bah yah

Kum bah yah my Lord, Kum bah yah

Kum bah yah my Lord, Kum bah yah

O Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's waiting Lord, Kum bah yah

And debating Lord, Kum bah yah

Contemplating Lord, Kum bah yah

O Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's teaching Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's preaching Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's reaching Lord, Kum bah yah

O Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's learning Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's burning Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's turning Lord, Kum bah yah

O Lord, Kum bah yah

Someone's praying Lord, Kum bah yah

And obeying Lord, Kum bah yah

And they're staying Lord, Kum bah yah

O Lord, Kum bah yah

Kum bah yah my Lord, Kum bah yah

Kum bah yah my Lord, Kum bah yah

Kum bah yah my Lord, Kum bah yah

O Lord, Kum bah yah

God Bless America

God Bless America, land that I love

Stand beside her, and guide her,

Through the night with the light from above,

From the mountains, to the prairies,

To the ocean, white with foam,

God bless America, my home sweet home.

God bless America, my home sweet home.



America the Beautiful

O beautiful for spacious skies

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain

America! America!

God shed his grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood

From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for patriot dream

That sees beyond the years

Thine alabaster cities gleam,

Undimmed by human tears!

America! America!

God shed His grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood

From sea to shining sea!

On Top of Old Smokey (Scout Version)

On top of Old Smokey, all covered with snow,

I learned a great lesson, all people should know.

I met a Scoutmaster, a helper of youth,

He was roaming God's mountain, in search of the truth.

He told me he'd found it, in the red sunset's glow;

In the voice of the thunder, in the touch of the snow.

His truth was quite simple, as plain as could be,

I'll never forget what, that Leader told me.

Do your duty to God, to the red, white, and blue. 

To all others be helpful, to thine own self be true

Father Abraham

Father Abraham had many sons

And many sons had Father Abraham

I am one of them and so are you

So let all praise the Lord

Right arm

 (Raise right arm up and down continue for rest of song)

(Course)

Right arm, left arm

(Raise left arm up and down continuing for rest of song)

(Course)

Right arm, left arm, right foot

(Raise and lower right foot continue for rest of song)

(Course)

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot

(Raise and lower left foot for rest of song)

(Course)

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, chin up

(Raise and lower chin for rest of song)

(Course)

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, chin up, turn around

(Turn in circles for rest of song)

(Course)

Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot, chin up, turn around, sit down

(FINNALY END OF SONG)



TAPS

Sing to tune of: "Taps" 
Day is done
gone the sun
from the Lakes
from the hills
from the sky
all is well
safely rest
God is neigh.
Fading light 
Dims the sight, 
And a star gems the sky, 
Gleaming bright, 
From afar, 
Drawing nigh, 
Falls the night. 
Thanks and praise, 
For our days,
Neath the sun, 
Neath the stars, 
Neath the sky, 
As we go, 
This we know, 
God is nigh. 

DO LORD 
 Do Lord, o, do lord, O do remember me.
 Do Lord, o, do lord, O do remember me. 
Do Lord, o, do lord, O do remember me. 
Look away beyond the blue.
 I've got a home in glory land that outshines the sun, 
I've got a home in glory land that outshines the sun, 
I've got a home in glory land that outshines the sun, 
Look away beyond the blue. 
HE'S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS

He's got the whole world in His hands, 
He's got the whole wide world in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
He's got the wind and the rain in his hands, 
He's got the sun and the moon in his hands, 
He's got the wind and the rain in his hands,
He's got the sun and the moon in his hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands.
He's got the little bitty baby in His hands, 
He's got the little bitty baby in His hands, 
He's got the little bitty baby in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
He's got the you and me, brother in His hands,
He's got the you and me, brother in His hands, 
He's got the you and me, brother in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
He's got the you and me, sister in His hands, 
He's got the you and me, sister in His hands, 
He's got the you and me, sister in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands. 
He's got the everybody in His hands, 
He's got the everybody in His hands,
He's got the everybody in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands.
He's got the whole world in His hands, 
He's got the whole wide world in His hands, 
He's got the whole world in His hands,
He's got the whole world in His hands. 


THIS IS MY FATHER'S WORLD

This is my Father's world,
And to my list'ning ears 
All nature sings and round me rings
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world; 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, 
Of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father's world; 
The birds their carols raise; 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world; 
He shines in all that's fair. 
In the rustling grass I hear him pass;
He speaks to me everywhere. 
This is my Father's world;
Oh, let me not forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world; 
Why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King, 
Let the heavens ring; God reigns,
Let the earth be glad! 
When The Saints Go Marching

Oh when the saints go marching in, 
Oh when the saints go marching in, 
Oh Lord I want to be in that number, 
Oh when the saints go marching in. 
Oh when the sun refuses to shine, 
Oh when the sun refuses to shine,
Oh Lord I want to be in that number,
When the sun refuses to shine. 
Oh when the dead, in Christ shall rise, 
Oh when the dead, in Christ shall rise, 
Oh Lord I want to be in that number
 When the dead, in Christ shall rise 
Oh when the saints go marching in, 
Oh when the saints go marching in, 
Oh Lord I want to be in that number, 
Oh when the saints go marching in.

My country, 'Tis of Thee,
My country, 'Tis of Thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of Thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims' pride: 
From every mountainside,
 Let freedom ring. 
Our fathers' God, to Thee, 
Author of liberty,
 To Thee we sing; 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light;
 Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God, our King! 


Short Subjects

This Is The Beginning Of A Brand New Day

This is the beginning of a brand new day. 

I can waste it or use it for good. 

What I do today is important because I am exchanging a day of my life for it. 

When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone forever, leaving in its place 

What I have traded for it. 

I want it to be gain, not loss -- good, not evil -- success, not failure -- so that I shall never regret the price I paid for today. 

Help Us To Understand Our Promise Better 

God our Father, Bless us as we gather here today. 

Help us to understand our promise better. 

Teach us to love you more and to love all your people and to do our very best every day. 

Amen 

Silent Prayer For Our Brothers

Baden-Powell wrote: 

  First love and serve God. 

  Second love and serve your neighbor. 

  In doing you duty to God always be grateful to him. 

  Whenever you enjoy a pleasure or a good game, or succeed in doing a good thing, thank Him for it, if only with a word or two. 

 Let us each now say a silent prayer for our brother on our right.... For our brother on our left... 

And now for our brother Scouts around the world. 

Your tasks - To build a better world 

"Your task - 

To build a better world", God said. 

I answered, "How? 

The world is such a large, vast place, 

So complicated now. 

And I so small and useless am, 

There's nothing I can do." 

In all His wisdom said, 

"Just build a better you." 

A True Friend 

 A true friend is one to whom you can tip out all the contents of your heart, chaff and grain together, knowing that the gentlest hands will take and sift it, keep what is worth keeping and, with the breath of kindness, blow the rest away. 

         -an Arabian definition of a friend 



Salutation to the Dawn

 Look to this day 

For it is life; the very life of life. 

In its brief path lie all the verities and realities of our existence, 

The bliss of growth, 

The glory of action, 

The splendor of beauty. 

For yesterday is but a dream 

And tomorrow is only a vision, 

But today well lived 

Makes every yesterday a dream of happiness 

And every tomorrow a vision of hope. 

Look well therefore to this day. 

Real Religion

Real religion is a way of life, not a white cloak to be worn only on Sundays and then tossed aside into the weekday closet of unconcern. 


  -William A. Ward 

God Give Me A Task Too Big

God give me a task too big, 

Too hard for human hands. 

Then I shall come at length 

To lean on Thee; 

And leaning, find my strength. 


 -Wilbur Humphrey Fowler 

Could You Afford It? 

 Suppose God charged us for the rain, 

Or put a price on a song-bird's strain 

Of music-the dawn-mist on the plain. 

How much would autumn landscapes cost, 

Or a window etched with winter's frost, 

And the rainbow's glory so quickly lost? 

Suppose that people had to pay 

To see the sunset's crimson play 

And the magic stars of the Milky Way. 

Suppose it was fifty cents a night 

To watch a gull in graceful flight. 

How much, I wonder, would it be worth

To smell the good, brown, fragrant earth 

In spring? the miracle of birth- 

How much do you think people would pay 

For a baby's laugh at the close of day? 

Suppose God charged us for them, I say! 

Suppose we paid to look at the hills, 

For the rippling mountain rills, 

Or the mating song of the whippoorwills, 

Or curving breakers of the sea, 

For grace, and beauty, and majesty? 

And all these things He gives us free! 

           -Author Unknown 



I Know Not Where

I know not were the white road runs, 

   nor what the blue hills are, 

But man can have the sun for a friend, 

   and for his guide a star; 

And there's no end of voyaging when once 

   the voice is heard. 

For the river calls and the road calls, 

   and oh, the call of a bird! 

The Log in the Woods

 The old log in the woods will never be a great tree again, things never go back, yet lying there, covered with moss, it is creating new life, which in turn will be great and beautiful.... 

The fish eat the insects, the birds the fish, the mammal the bird, and the insect the mammal, as each, in universal rhythm is creating new life, for there is no life except life, which comes from life... 

Waters flow where daisies grew, Trees grow where swans once swam 

All things upon this earth are developing into new things, from what is here must come what is to be.... There is no other material. 


-- Gwen Frostic 

Let Me Live Each Day

 Let me live each day as if it were my last. 

Let me enjoy each fleeting hour of time. 

Let me give of myself to those who need me. 

Let me make each passing face to glow and shine. 

Let me bring hope to those who haven't any. 

Let me be a friend to those who claim they've none. 

Let me show the way, to those who've lost it. 

Let me share well with those who've fought and won. 

Let me be truthful, where truth cannot let down. 

Let me lead, where leaders are most wanted. 

Let me smile, when others want to frown. 

Let me be, as Thou must well have wanted. 

Let me always pay my way, my earthly lease. 

Let me richly fill the space Thou givest me. 

Let me; finally come to Thee, in peace. 



God Forgive Me When I Whine

Today, upon a bus, 

I saw a girl with golden hair, 

I envied her, she seemed so gay. 

When she rose to leave, 

I saw her hobble down the aisle. 

She had one leg, and used a crutch, 

But as she passed, she smiled. 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine, 

I have two legs, the world is mine. 

I stopped to buy some candy, 

The lad who sold it had such charm, 

I talked with him, he seemed so glad, 

and as I left he said to me, 

"I thank you. You have been so kind, 

It’s nice to talk to folks like you, 

You see," he said, "I'm blind." 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine, 

I have two eyes, the world is mine. 

  
(Continued)

Later, when walking down the street, 

I saw a child with eyes of blue. 

He stood and watched the others play, 

I stopped a moment, then said, 

"Why don't you join the others dear?" 

He looked ahead without a word 

and then I knew he couldn't hear. 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine, 

I have two ears, the world is mine. 

With feet to take me where I want to go, 

With eyes to see the sunset's glow, 

With ears to hear what I would know, 

Oh God, forgive me when I whine, 

I'm blessed indeed. 

The world is mine. 

You gave me eyes to see and I see, 

   But yet I see so little. 

You gave me ears to hear, 

   And I listen not enough. 

You gave me a mind to think 

   But so many times I don't. 

You gave me hands to reach out to others, 

   But so many times I don't reach out far enough. 

You gave me a heart to be filled with love, 

   But so many times it doesn't show. 

Help me Lord to use to the fullest, 

   The things You have given me. 

Simple Easy and Wrong 

For every complex and difficult issue, there is always and answer that is simple, easy and wrong. 

       -H.L. Mencken 

Gifts 

 The best thing to give to your enemy is forgiveness 

to an opponent, tolerance 

to a friend, understanding 

to a child, a good example 

to your father, deference 

to you mother, conduct that will make her proud of you 

to yourself, respect 

to all men, charity. 

       -Arthur James Balfour 



 Clear Morning 

 My will slowly forces my resting eyes to peer into the land of the awake 

The orange light through the tent shatters the work of my will by slamming my eyelids together. 

I try again 

Now, I am prepared 

The morning is fresh and crisp clear 

The sun dawns over the mountains reaching for the sky 

The snow, white, clean glistens and shines 

I walk to meet nature 

The reunion lasts... 

      -By Venturer Gavin De Lint 

Declaration 

 The world is my country, 

The human race is my race, 

The spirit of man is my god, 

The future of man is my heaven. 

         -F.R. Scott 

Good News 

 Everyone has inside himself a piece of good news. 

The good news is that you really don't know.... 

How great you can be, 

How much you can love, 

What you can accomplish, or what your potential is. 

How can you top good news like that? 

      -Anne Frank, from her diary 

Give Thanks 

 Give thanks for sun and sky around, 

And all the riches of the ground, 

For all our blessings and this food, 

For life and friends and all that's good. 

Present Tense 

 It was spring, but it was summer I wanted, 

The warm days, and the great outdoors. 

It was summer, but it was fall I wanted, 

The colorful leaves, and the cool, dry air. 

It was fall, but it was winter I wanted, 

The beautiful snow, and the joy of the holiday season. 

It was winter, but it was spring I wanted, 

The warmth, and the blossoming of nature. 

I was a child, but it was adulthood I wanted, 

The freedom, and the respect. 

I was 20, but it was 30 I wanted, 

To be mature, and sophisticated. 

I was middle aged, but it was 20 I wanted, 

The youth, and the free spirit. 

I was retired, but it was middle age I wanted, 

The presence of mind, without limitations. 

My life was over. But I never got what I wanted. 

-Jason Leham (age 14) 



Campers 

 Campers are very special people: 

They have felt the cool wind of dawn; 

They have known the slow march of the stars along the Milky Way; 

The have reached out their hands to new friends; 

They have stood tiptoe to the meaning of life, and found it good: 

Their eyes have caught the vision of the shining future, 

Their hearts have encompassed all the bounds of the earth. 

And their minds have listened to God. 

Needs 

 You need enough happiness to keep you serene; 

Enough troubles to make you strong; 

Enough suffering to make you human; 

Enough hopes to keep you optimistic; 

Enough failures to keep you humble; 

Enough success to keep you confident; 

Enough friends to give you comfort; 

Enough enthusiasm to make you dare boldly; 

Enough faith to banish depression; 

Enough love to keep you young in heart; 

Enough time to sing your joy; 

And enough peace to keep you happy. 

A Camper's Ten Commandments 

 Thou shalt do thy share and more; 

Thou shalt keep thy sense of humor; 

Thou shalt do thy camp duties to the best of thy ability; 

Thou shalt not cry over burnt food; 

Thou shalt treat other people as you would wish them to treat you; 

Thou shalt not pollute or destroy; 

Thou shalt not giggle all night; 

Thou shalt not forget about personal cleanliness; 

Thou shalt spread thy friendship to someone new; 

Thou shalt listen to thy leaders, for they are wise in the ways of making camp a happy time for everyone. 



Isn't It Funny 

 When the other fellow takes a long time to do something, he's slow. But when I take a long time to do something, I'm thorough. 

 When the other fellow doesn't do it, he's too lazy. But when I don't do it, I'm to busy. 

 When the other fellow goes ahead and does something without being told, he's overstepping his bounds. But when I do something without being told, that's initiative! 

 When the other fellow states his side of a question strongly, he's bull-headed. But when I state my side of a question strongly, I'm being firm. 

 When the other fellow overlooks a few of the rules of etiquette, he's rude. But when I skip a few of the rules, I'm being original. 

 When the other fellow does something that pleases higher-ups, he's polishing the brass. But when I do something that pleases them, that's cooperation. 

 When the other fellow gets ahead, he sure had the lucky breaks. But when I manage to get ahead - well, man! it was hard work that did it. 

 Funny, isn't it? Or is it? 

Some Thoughts 

 If you can't see the bright side,  polish up the dark one and look at that. 


-Colin McKay 

Remember that it takes both sunshine and rain to make a rainbow. 

The Lord asks of you only this; to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God. 

Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes. 


  -Mohandas Gandhi 

A Leader is a person who finds out where everybody is heading, then shuffles around to get in front! 

         -'Scout', Australia 

If fun is good, truth is still better, and love best of all. 

When God measures man. He puts the tape measure around the heart, not the head.

 O God, Thou hast given so much to us, give one thing more - a grateful heart. Amen. 


-George Herbert 

To be closer to God, be closer to people. 


 -Kahlil Gibran 

When praying, do not give God instructions  - report for duty. 



Be At Peace 

 You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

Therefore, be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be and, whatever your labors and aspirations in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace with your soul. 

With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world... 


 -- From an inscription in St. Paul's Church, Baltimore 

The Spirit Lives 

 The Spirit lives, there is no doubt, 

Within the heart of every Scout, 

The hope lives on, the dreams survive, 

The Scouting spirit is alive! 

In England, many years ago, 

There lived a man who sought to sow 

The seeds of brotherhood of man, 

And there the spirit first began. 

The Scouting spirit spread about 

To nations east, west, north and south, 

And soon, on every land and shore, 

Young men were taught the Scouting Law. 

We camped and learned of nature's ways, 

We gloried in our youthful days, 

We ventured where all others feared, 

Because we knew we were prepared. 

The world has changed as years went by, 

Society's values went awry, 

And many ask, "What is the worth 

of Scouting on this wretched earth?" 

But each new Scout who learns our law 

Brings with him hope, and much, much more; 

Each generation of Scouts gives 

The proof that Scouting's spirit lives. 

The treasured values of the past 

Still guide Scouts of today; they last 

In spite of changes that we see 

Around us in society. 

And still, adventures filled with fun 

Await today's Scouts, every one; 

In them that spirit, born of old 

May yet transform this sorry world.

And so we say without a doubt, 

That in the heart of every Scout 

The hope lives on, the dreams survive, 

The Scouting spirit is alive! 

Success 

 Success is in the way you walk, 

The paths of life each day; 

It's in the little things you do 

And in the things you say. 

Success is not in getting rich 

Or rising high to fame; 

It's not alone in winning goals 

Which all men hope to claim. 

It's being faithful to your friends 

And to the strangers kind, 

It's in the children whom you love 

And all they learn from you; 

Success depends on character 

And everything you do. 



The Best We Can Be 

 If you can't be a pine on top of the hill 

Be a scrub in the valley- 

but be the best little scrub on the side of the hill 

Be a bush if you can't be a tree. 

If you can't be a bush be a bit of grass 

Some highway to happier make. 

If you can't be a muskie then just be a bass, 

But the liveliest bass in the lake. 

We can't all be captains, we've got to have crew, 

There's something for all of us here. 

There's big work to do and there's lesser work too 

And the task we must do is near. 

If you can't be a highway, then just be a trail. 

If you can't be the sun, be a star. 

It isn't by size that you win or fail. 

Be the best of whatever you are. 

Count That Day Lost 

 If you sit down at set of sun 

And count the acts that you have done, 

And, counting find 

One self-denying deed, one word 

That eased the heart of him who heard; 

One glance most kind, 

That fell like sunshine where it went- 

Then you may count that day well spent. 

But if, through all the livelong day, 

You've cheered no heart, by yea or nay- 

If, through it all 

You've nothing done that you can trace 

That brought the sunshine to one face- 

No act most small 

That helped some soul and nothing cost- 

Then count that day as worse than lost. 

           -George Eliot 



It Couldn't Be Done 

 Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 

But he, with a chuckle, replied 

That maybe it couldn't, but he would be one 

Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried. 

So he buckled right in with a trace of a grin 

On his face; if he worried, he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldn't be done - and he did it. 

Somebody scoffed, "Oh, you'll never do that, 

At least, no one ever has done it;" 

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, 

And the first thing we knew he'd begun it. 

With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 

Without any doubting or quid it, 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldn't be done - and he did it. 

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 

There are thousands to prophesy failure; 

There are thousands to point out to you - one by one 

The dangers that wait to assail you. 

But just buckle in with a bit of a grin, 

Just take off your coat and go to it; 

Just start to sing as you tackle the thing 

That cannot be done - and you'll do it. 


-- By Edgar A. Guest 

Don't Quit

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,

When the road you're trudging seems all uphill,

When the funds are low, and the debts are high,

And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,

When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if you must, but don't you quit.

Life is queer with its twists and turns,

As everyone of us sometimes learns,

And many a failure turns about,

When he might have won had he stuck it out.

Don't give up though the pace seems slow,

You may succeed with another blow.

Success is failure turned inside out,

The silver lint of the clouds of doubt,

And you never can tell how close you are,

It may be near when it seems so far,

So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit,

It's when things seem worse,

That you must not quit.

Footprints

Author Known

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the LORD.   Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints  in the sand; one belonging to him, and the other to the LORD.

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the  sand. He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of  footprints. He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life.

This greatly bothered him and he questioned the LORD about it. "LORD you said that once I  decided to follow you, you'd walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during the most  troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of footprints. I don't understand why when  I needed you most you would leave me."

The LORD replied, "My precious, precious child. I love you and I would never leave you. During  your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I  carried you."


Risk

To laugh is to risk appearing the fool.

To weep is to risk being called sentimental.

To reach out to another is to risk involvement.

To expose feeling is to risk showing your true self.

To place your ideas and dreams before the crowd is to risk being called naive.

To love is to risk not being loved in return.

To live is to risk dying.

To hope is to risk despair.

To try is to risk failure.

But risks must be taken,

Because the greatest risk in life is to risk nothing.

The people who risk nothing do nothing,

Have nothing, are nothing, and become nothing.

They may avoid suffering and sorrow, 

But they simply cannot learn to feel,

And change, and grow, and love, and live.

Chained by their servitude, they are slaves;

They have forfeited their freedom.

Only the people who risk are truly free.

Take Time

Today I pray that I can:

Take Time to think.    It is the source of power.

Take time to play.    It is the secret of perpetual youth.

Take time to read.    It is the fountain of wisdom.

Take time to pray.    It is the greatest Power on earth.

Take time to be friendly.    It is the road to happiness.

Take time to laugh.    It is the music of the soul.

Take time to give.    It is too short a day to be selfish.

Take time to work.    It is the price of success.

Take time to do charity.    It is the key to Heaven.

Today's Thought

I am but one, 

But I am one;

I can't do everything,

But I can do SOMETHING;

What I can do, 

I ought to do,

What I ought to do, 

God helping me,

I WILL DO.



Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

There are two days in every week about which we should not worry, two days which should be kept free from fear and apprehension.

One of these days is YESTERDAY with its mistakes and cares, its faults and blunders, it aches and pains. YESTERDAY has passed forever beyond our control.

All the money in the world cannot bring back YESTERDAY.  We cannot undo a single act we performed; we cannot  erase a single word we said YESTERDAY is gone.

The other day we should not worry about is TOMORROW with its possible adversaries, its burdens, and its large and poor performance.   TOMORROW is also beyond our immediate control.

TOMORROW's sun will rise, either in splendor or behind a mask of  clouds-but it will rise. Until it does, we have no stake in  TOMORROW for it is as yet unborn.

This leaves only one day, TODAY. Any person can fight the battle of  just one day. It is only when you and I add the YESTERDAY and  TOMORROW that we break down.

It is not the experience of TODAY that drives people mad, it is remorse or bitterness for something that happened YESTERDAY and the dread of what TOMORROW may bring.

Let us, therefore, live but; One Day At A Time!

.Responsive Readings

The Boy Scout Promise: A Responsive Reading

Leader:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart. (Deuteronomy 6:5)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to do my duty to God.

Leader:
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. (Psalms 33:12)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to do my duty to my country.

Leader:
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Romans 13:9)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to help other people.

Leader:
My son, forget not My law; but let thine heart keep My commandments. (Proverbs 3:1)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to obey the Scout Law.

Leader:
Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people; and walk in all the ways that I command you. (Jeremiah 7:23)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to keep myself physically strong.

Leader:
A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength. (Proverbs 24:5)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to keep myself mentally awake.

Leader:
Thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the Lord. (Deuteronomy 6:18)

Scouts:
I promise to do my best to keep myself morally straight.

Leader:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your path. (Proverbs 3:5-6)



The Scout Law:
A Responsive Reading

Leader:
The Scout Law is a guiding light to millions of boys and men throughout the world today, but the principles of the law have been brought to us from ancient days. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbors. Exodus 20:13)

Scouts:
A Scout is Trustworthy.

Leader:
He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in much; and he that is unjust in the least, is also unjust in much. (Luke 16:10)

Scouts:
A Scout is Loyal.

Leader:
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Leviticus 19:18) Thou shalt surely open thy hand unto thy poor and needy brother in thy land. (Deuteronomy 15:11)

Scouts:
A Scout is Helpful.

Leader:
Be kindly affectionate one to another with brotherly love, in honor preferring one another. (Romans 12:10) Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity. (Psalms 133:1)

Scouts:
A Scout is Friendly.

Leader:
Let no bad word pass your lips, but only such speech as is good for edification. As occasion may require, use words that are gracious and a means of grace to those that hear them. Ephesians 4:29)

Scouts:
A Scout is Courteous.

Leader:
A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast. (Proverbs 12:10)

Scouts:
A Scout is Kind.

Leader:
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with promise; that is may be well with thee and thou mayest live only on the earth. Ephesians 6:1-3)

Scouts:
A Scout is Obedient.

Leader:
A glad heart makes a cheerful face, but a sad heart breaks the spirit. For the hapless, every day is hard, but a cheerful heart is an unending feast. (Proverbs 15:13)

Scouts:
A Scout is Cheerful.

Leader:
Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise; which, having no chief, overseer or ruler, provides her bread in the summer and gathers her food in the harvest. (Proverbs 6:6)

Scouts:
A Scout is Thrifty.

Leader:
Be strong, be brave, fear not, be not terrified of them, for it is the eternal, your God, who goes with you. He will never fail nor forsake you. (Deuteronomy 31:6)

Scouts:
A Scout is Brave.

Leader:
Who shall ascend unto the mountain of the Lord, and who shall stand in His holy place? He that has clean hands and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation. (Psalms 24:3)

Scouts  
A Scout is Clean.

Leader:
And thou shalt love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your mind and with all your strength; this is the first commandment. (Mark 12:30)

Scouts:
A Scout is Reverent. He is reverent toward God. He is faithful in his religious duties and respects the convictions of others.



The Scout Law Litany
-------- A) All   S) A Scout   L) Leader ----------

 S) 
A Scouts Honor is to be trusted. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for fearless honest, that knowing neither "but" nor "if" we may be known as trustworthy men. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

S) 
A Scout is loyal to the Queen, his country, his Scouters, his parents, his employers, and to those under him. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for every knightly virtue, that no ignoble quest or untrue thing may dim the splendor of our loyalties. 

 A)
 Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout's duty is to be useful and helpful to others. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for happy diligence, that as apprentices of Him who served mankind, we may master the virtue of helpfulness. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout is a friend to all, and a brother to every other Scout. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for friendly hearts, that neither class nor creed, nor color, nor accident of birth may blind us to claims of brotherhood. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout is courteous. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for simple courtesy, that being strong we may uphold the weak, and being men, may yet be gentlemen. 

 A)
 Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout is a friend to animals. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for all the speechless subjects of God's kingdom, that we may be humble to learn the lessons they can teach us, and eager to befriend them. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout obeys orders of his parents, Patrol Leader and Scoutmaster without question. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for vigorous free obedience, that being masters of ourselves, we may be willing servants of authority. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout smiles and whistles under all difficulties. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for joyful humor, that we may not run before the gale, but beat into the wind with hearts held high, and gay and gallant constancy. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout is thrifty. 

L)
 We pray Thee, Lord, for generous thrift, that we may save the gifts of God and yet be set on giving more than getting. 

 A)
 Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 S) 
A Scout is clean in thought, word and deed. 

L) 
We pray Thee, Lord, for Thy presence in our hearts, that all befouling things may drop away from us as dead desires. 

 A) 
Make us good Scouts, Lord. 

 L) 
Truly our Law is founded as a house upon a rock. It is rooted in the principles of God. Let us then with pride and purpose renew our Scout Promise. 

A) 
The Scout Promise. (Make the Scout sigh and repeat) I Promise to do my best, to love and serve God, My Queen, my country and my fellow men, and to live by the Scout Law. 



The Scout Oath

 Leader:
 Our honor is a quality we possess because of our dignity as human beings and  children of GOD. Our 'best' means to give all we have. It means to keep striving to do  what we know is right, and in the Oath it means we will try to be good Scouts by  fulfilling our Scout duties as expressed in the Scout Law. 

 Congregation:
 ON MY HONOR I WILL DO MY BEST. 

 Leader:
 Our duty to GOD and country means chiefly two things:
 obedience and loyalty.   The duties we owe to the House of GOD, to our country, to parents, to one another, and  to ourselves come from some command of GOD. the Scout Law sums up all the qualities  a Scout should have and without which he cannot be a good Scout. 

 Congregation:
 TO DO MY DUTY TO GOD AND MY COUNTRY AND TO  OBEY THE SCOUT LAW. 

 Leader:
 Our Lord told us that love of our neighbor was like the first law of love of GOD.   The first children of GOD were known by the love they had for one another. Real human  charity or love prompts us to want to help others at all times. Our Scout training will  give us skills and knowledge that will put us in a better position to do this. 

 Congregation:
 TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES. 

 Leader:
 Scouting offers us many opportunities to grow strong physically. To be alert  and ready requires us to give special care to those gifts of soul - intellect and will -  that make us unto GOD. 'Morally straight' means we must try to know what is right and  true, and to love what is good and choose it. 

 Congregation:
 TO KEEP MYSELF PHYSICALLY STRONG, MENTALLY AWAKE, AND MORALLY STRAIGHT. 

Psalm 23

Leader:
The LORD is my shepherd;

Group:
I have everything I need.

Leader:
He lets me rest in fields of green grass and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water.

Group:
He gives me new strength.

Leader:
he guides me in the right paths, as he has promised.

Group:
Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, LORD, for you are with me.

Leader:
Your shepherd's rod and staff protect me.

Group:
You prepare a banquet for me, where all my enemies can see me; you welcome me as an honored guest and fill my cup to the brim.

All:
I know that you goodness and love will be with me all my life; and your house will be my home as long as I live.



The Boy Scout Law I

 Leader
 "The person who is dishonest shall not live in My house; the person who is untruthful shall not stand before My eyes."   Psalms 101:
7 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY 

 Leader:
 And Ruth said:
 "Do not beg me to leave you or to return from following after you, for where you go I will go; and where you stay, I will stay."    Ruth 1:
 16 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS LOYAL, 

 Leader:
 "You shall love your neighbor as yourself"   Leviticus 19:
18 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS HELPFUL 

 Leader:
 "Can two walk together unless they agree?" 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS FRIENDLY 

 Leader:
 "Honor your Father and your Mother."   Exodus 20:
12 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS COURTEOUS 

 Leader:
 "Withhold not good from the person to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do it"   Proverbs 3:
27 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS KIND 

 Leader:
 "Apply your heart to instruction, and your ears to the words of knowledge."   Proverbs 23:
12 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS OBEDIENT 

 Leader:
 "A glad heart is good medicine."   Proverbs 17:
22 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS CHEERFUL 

 Leader:
 "Precious treasure remains in a wise person's dwelling, but a foolish person uses it up."   Proverbs 20:12 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS THRIFTY 

 Leader:
 "Be strong and of good courage."   First Chronicles 28:
20 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS BRAVE 

 Leader:
 "Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord? And who shall stand in His holy place? 'Me person who has clean hands and a pure heart.   Psalms 24:
3-4 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS CLEAN 

 Leader:
 "It has been told to you what is good, and what the Lord requires of you; only to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God."    Micah 6:
8 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS REVERENT 



The Boy Scout Law II

 A Responsive Reading based on the Twelve Points of the [Boy] Scout Law

 A Scout is Trustworthy

 No one who practices deceit shall remain in my house; no one who utters lies shall continue in my presence.    Psalm 101:7

 A Scout is Loyal

 It is a loyal thing you do when you render any service to the friends, even though they are strangers to you.    3 John 1:5

A Scout is Helpful

In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'    Acts 20:35

 A Scout is Friendly

 Some friends play at friendship, but a true friend sticks close than one's nearest kin.

 Proverbs 18:24

 A Scout is Courteous

 Remind them to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show courtesy to everyone.    Titus 3:2

 A Scout is Kind

 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.    Ephesians 4:32

 A Scout is Obedient

 So, Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, where he was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.    Luke 2:51

 A Scout is Cheerful

 In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer,    I have overcome the world.    John 16:33

 A Scout is Thrifty

 Precious treasure remains in the house of the wise, but the fool devours it.    Proverbs 21:20

 A Scout is Brave

 Be strong and of good courage.     1 Chronicles 28:20

 A Scout is Clean

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? Those who have clean hands and pure hearts.     Psalm 24:3

A Scout is Reverent

 And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.    Micah 6:8


 --Thanks to Alan Houser, troop24@emf.net 



The Boy Scout Law III

 Leader:
 A true and worthy person recognizes his obligations and does them without  being watched or compelled. 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY. 

 Leader:
 We owe much to many - to home, school, community, nation, and to God.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS LOYAL. 

 Leader:
 The Good Samaritan showed the spirit of doing a Good Turn.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS HELPFUL. 

 Leader:
 Courtesy is the mark of all faiths. It is shown in thoughtful acts and kindly  respect for everyone. 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS COURTEOUS. 

 Leader:
 Kindliness is the way people show respect for others.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS KIND. 

 Leader:
 Life is filled with things that we must do whether we like them or not. One of  the marks of growing up is our readiness to accept responsibilities willingly. 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS OBEDIENT. 

 Leader:
 Our moods make our days. If we are grouchy, our day is gloomy. If we are  happy, our day is always happier. 

 People:
 A SCOUT IS CHEERFUL. 

 Leader:
 The world offers many gifts. a wise person uses them with care.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS THRIFTY. 

 Leader:
 To each of us comes danger, difficult tasks, and temptations. In choice of  courage or cowardice, may we be brave.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS BRAVE. 

 Leader:
 Cleanliness is next to Godliness. To have a clean body, a clean mind, and a  clean record is a rewarding achievement.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS CLEAN. 

 Leader:
 Character is determined by the things we worship. If we respect ourselves  and our brothers and sisters, and see them as gifts of the goodness of God, we live on  a high plane.

 People:
 A SCOUT IS REVERENT. 

 All:
GIVE US CLEAN HANDS, CLEAN WORDS, AND CLEAN THOUGHTS, O GOD. TEACH US TO  WORK HARD AND PLAY FAIRLY. FORGIVE US WHEN WE ARE UNKIND AND HELP US TO HELP  OTHERS. SEND US STRENGTH TO DO A GOOD TURN EACH DAY AND SO LIVE AFTER THY  WILL. 



Inspirational Thoughts and Messages

The Golden Principle

Blessed are those who prefer others before themselves. -- Baha'i Faith 

Hurt not others in ways that you would you yourself would find hurtful. -- Buddhism 

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. --Christianity 

This is the sum of all duty: treat others as you yourself would be treated. -- Hinduism 

No one of you is a believer until you desire for another that which you desire for yourself. -- Islam 

In happiness and suffering, in joy and grief, regard all creatures as you would regard your own self. -- Jainism 

What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor. -- Judaism 

Be not estranged from another for God dwells in every heart. -- Sikhism 

Human nature is good only when it does not do unto another whatever is not good for its own self. -- Zoroastrianism 

The Scout Beatitudes

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught to see beauty in all things around them...for their world will be a place of grace and wonder. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are led with patience and understanding... for they will learn the strength of endurance and the gift of tolerance. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are provided a home where family members dwell in harmony and close communion...for they shall become the peacemakers of the world. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are taught the value and power of truth...for they shall search for knowledge and use it with wisdom and discernment. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are guided by those with faith in a loving God...for they will find Him early and will walk with Him through life. 

Blessed are the Scouts who are loved and know that they are loved...for they shall sow seeds of love in the world and reap joy for themselves and others. 

The Earnest Promise of a Scout

The Scout Oath or Promise is a tool to help encourage each Scout to set goals for himself crystal clear, specific goals in sharp focus, definite objectives that will expand through the years as he lives as an enthusiastic Scout, as his character develops and unfolds.

"On my honor," the Scout says, and the words of the phrase help him to focus upon the importance of his personal integrity. His earnest desire to live on a high level is strengthened and reinforced.

A Strong Combination

The statement of the Oath and the adjectives that make up the Law cover any possible description of a well-adjusted human; and, if a whole nation ever reached halfway for these goals, it would be approaching Utopia. The concept of honor and the description of courage are vital ideas, almost lost by the wayside in this age of expediency and behavior analysis.

Here is a mixture of common sense and high ideals - for every citizen, not just every Scout. God bless Scouting.

-- Hugh Downs, from The Scout Oath in Action,



The Deck of Cards

By T. Texas Tyler

 During the North American campaign a bunch of soldier boys had been on a long hike. They arrived  in a little town called Cassino and the next day being Sunday, several boys went to church. After  the chaplain read the prayer, the text was taken up. Those of the boys who had prayer books took them out, but one boy had only a deck of cards, so he spread them out. The sergeant who commanded the boys saw the cards and said "Soldier, put away those cards." 

 After the service was over the soldier was taken prisoner and brought before the provost marshal. The marshal said "Sergeant why have you brought this man here?" "For playing cards in church, Sir." "And what have you to say for yourself, Son?" "Much, Sir", the soldier replied. The marshal said "I hope so, for if not I shall punish you severely." 

 The soldier said "You see, Sir, I have been on the march for six days and I had neither bible nor prayer book, but I hope to satisfy you, Sir, with the purity of my intentions. 

 You see, Sir, when I look at the Ace it reminds me there is but one God. 

 When I see the Deuce it reminds me that the Bible is divided into two parts, the Old and the New  Testaments. 

 When I see the Tray, I think of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

 When I see the Four, I think of the four evangelists who preached the gospel. There were Matthew,  Mark, Luke and John. 

 When I see the Five it reminds me of the five Wise Virgins who trimmed their lamps; there were  ten of them, five were wise and were saved, and five were foolish and were shut out. 

 When I see the Six it reminds me that in six days God made this great Heaven and Earth. 

 When I see the seven it reminds me that on the seventh day God rested. 

 When I see the eight, I think of the eight righteous persons God saved when he destroyed this earth. There was Noah, his wife, their three sons and their wives. 

 And when I see the Nine I think of the lepers our Savior cleansed, and nine of the ten didn't even  thank Him. 

When I see the Ten I think of the Ten Commandments God handed to Moses on the table of stone. 

When I see the King it reminds me once again there is but one King of Heaven, God Almighty. 

When I see the Queen, I think of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who is Queen of Heaven. 

And the Jack of Knave is the Devil. 

When I count the number of spots on a deck of cards I find three hundred and sixty five, the number of days in a year. 

There are fifty-two cards, the number of weeks in a year. 

There are thirteen tricks, the number of weeks in a quarter. 

There are four suits, the number of weeks in a month. 

There are twelve picture cards, the number of months in a year. 

So you see, Sir, my deck of cards has served me as a Bible, Almanac and prayer book. 

And, friends, this story is true. I know, because I was that soldier. 


-- Thanks to Bill Wheeler 



Lincoln as Pastor and Lawyer

from Lincoln by Lucy Foster Madison, courtesy of Hampton Publishing Company

Often in his legal capacity he found occasion to act the part of comforter. Such an incident occurred during the summer.

"Greene," said Lincoln one day to Gilbert J. Greene, a young printer living in Springfield at the time, "I've got to ride into the country tomorrow to draw a will for a woman who is believed to be on her deathbed. I may want you as a witness. If you haven't anything else to do I’d like to have you go along."

"I'll be glad to go, Mr. Lincoln," answered the young fellow greatly pleased.

On the way to the farmhouse the lawyer and the printer chatted delightfully, cementing a friendship that was fast ripening into real affection. They soon reached the farmhouse and found the woman to be near her end. With great gentleness Lincoln drew up the document disposing of her property, as she desired. Neighbors and relatives were present making it unnecessary to call on Greene to witness the instrument. After the will was signed the woman turned to Lincoln and said with a smile:

"Now I have my affairs of this world arranged satisfactorily. I am thankful to say that long before this I made preparations for the other life I am about to enter. I do not fear death, Mr. Lincoln, I am really glad that my time has come."

Lincoln, evincing sympathy in every look and gesture, bent towards the woman and said: "Your faith in Christ is wise and strong; your hope of a future life is blessed. You are to be congratulated in passing through life so usefully, and into the life beyond so hopefully."

"Mr. Lincoln," said she, "won't you read a few verses out of the Bible for me?"

A member of the family offered him the family Bible. Instead of taking it, Lincoln began reciting from the Twenty-third Psalm by memory, laying emphasis upon -- "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me...

Still without referring to the Bible he began with the fourteenth chapter of John: "Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you." And so on, through all that wonderful chapter.

And as he continued to give other quotations from the scriptures those about the bedside wondered where he had learned so many of them. Where? Ah! Where but back in the hills of Kentucky where his mother recited these passages as she went about her work. Thoughts of her now crowded into Lincoln's mind, and with a tenderness and pathos that enthralled every one in the room he recited the last stanza of the hymn, "Rock of Ages."

While I draw this fleeting breathe

When mine eyes shall close in death

When I rise to worlds unknown,

See Thee on Thy judgment throne,

Rock of ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

While he was reciting this stanza a look of peace lighted up the countenance of the dying woman, and quietly she passed away.

The journey back to Springfield was begun in silence. It was the younger man who finally said:

"Mr. Lincoln, ever since what has just happened back there in the farmhouse, I have been thinking that it is very extraordinary that you should so perfectly have acted as pastor as well as attorney."

For a long time Lincoln did not speak; finally he said: "God, Eternity, and Heaven were very near to me today."



Reverence

Reverence to God and reverence for one's neighbor and reverence for oneself as a servant of God, is the basis of every form of religion. The method of expression of reverence to God varies with every sect and denomination. What sect or denomination a boy belongs to depends, as a rule on his parents' wishes. It is they who decide. It is our business to respect their wishes and to second their efforts to inculcate reverence, what ever form of the religion the boy professes.

--Robert Baden-Powell, Aids to Scoutmastership, p.38

Peace and Brotherhood  (readings from the Koran, of Islam)

"0 mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and female, and made you into Nations and tribes, that you may know each other (not that ye may despise each other) ...." [49:13]

"And their Lord hath accepted of them, and answered them: 'Never will I suffer to be lost the work of any of you be he male or female; Ye are members, one of another..."1 (3:195]

"The Believers are but a single brotherhood; so make peace and reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers; and fear God that ye may receive mercy." [49:10)

"And hold fast, all together, by the rope which God (stretches out for you) and be not divided among yourselves; and remember with gratitude God's favor on you  " [3:103]

"They ask thee concerning orphans. Say: 'The best thing to do is what is for their good; if ye mix their affairs with yours, they are your brethren; ..." [2:220]

"But the god fearing shall be amidst gardens and fountains: 'Enter you them, in peace and security!' We shall strip away all rancor that is in their breasts; as brothers they shall be upon couches set face to face." [15:45)

Pure Thought

All that we are is the result of what we have thought: it is founded on our thoughts; it is made up of our thoughts. If a man speaks or acts with an evil thought, pain follows him as the wheel follows the foot of the ox that draws the carriage.

All that we are is the result of what we have thought: it is founded on our thoughts; it is made up of our thoughts. If a man speaks or acts with an evil thought, pain follows him, like a shadow that never leaves him.

'He abused me, he beat me, he defeated me, he robbed me' -- in those who harbor such thoughts hatred will never cease. For hatred does not cease by hatred at any time; hatred ceases by love -this is an old rule.

The world does not know that we must all come to an end here; but those who know it' their quarrels cease at once.

Good Neighbor and Sharing

Not long ago there was a severe drought in one part of India and in one village the water tanks went dry. There was no water for the crops and it looked as if they must fail. This would be disaster, for the failure of the harvest might mean starvation.

One man in the village had water -- a farmer who owned the only well. But he was afraid that if he allowed the whole village to use his well, there might not be enough water for his own crops. And yet he felt that, as a good neighbor, he should be willing to share what he had. In despair he asked God what he should do; and then he waited for the answer. It came. The thought came into his mind as clearly as if God had actually spoken to him. 'As long as your heart does not dry up with selfishness, the well will not dry up.' So he gave the water and there was enough for everyone.

-- Hindu from Sharing, p.30



People of All Colors

I was born with a bronze skin, and I like it. Some of my friends were born white or black or yellow. They were not consulted. But that's all right. There are yellow roses, white roses and red roses, and the fragrance of the one is about as nice as another. I hope my children will live in a world where people of all colors can sit and work together.

-- Native American  Chief Walking Buffalo of the Stoney Indians from Sharing, p.35

An Examination of Conscience for Scouts

1.
A Scout is trustworthy. Did I tell the truth (lie)? Say kind (mean) things about others? Praise (injure) others in word? Was I true to who I am? Have I returned to the rightful owner things that are not mine? Have I asked permission before taking or using things that are not mine?

2.
A Scout is loyal. Was I true to my religious beliefs, country, family friends, and acknowledge them? Remember (neglect) my prayers? Willfully strengthen (endanger) my faith by readings or associations with others? Do I support the Church?

3.
A Scout is helpful. Was I supportive and helpful (jealous or envious) to others? Did I use wisely (waste) time, others' or mine?

4.
A Scout is friendly. Did I try to be a friend to everyone? Was I agreeable, (angry)? Compromising(stubborn)? Humble (proud)? Did I make peace (fight or quarrel)? Lead others to peace (fight)?

5.
A Scout is courteous. Did I compliment (make fun of) others? Did I treat the elderly, the deaf, the blind, or disabled with (without ) respect? Did I help uplift (look down on) others?

6.
A Scout is kind. Was I kind (unkind or mean) to others? Did I respect (disrespect) others? Wish good (ill) on others? Was I kind to animals?

7.
A Scout is obedient. Did I obey (disobey) my parents? Teachers? Was I kind (mean) towards my parents or teachers or leaders? Did I listen to those in authority over me?

8.
A Scout is cheerful. Am I content with what I have? Did I wish to make others' lives happier (unpleasant) by being cheerful (grouchy)?

9.
A Scout is thrifty. Did I use wisely (foolishly) my time, talents, money, and materials?

10.
A Scout is brave. Have I stood up for what I believe? Am I willing to face danger even if I am afraid?

11.
A Scout is clean. Have I kept my body clean and healthy? Have my thoughts and words been clean?

12.
A Scout is reverent. Have I used God's name reverently (irreverently)? Have I prayed frequently? Was I tolerant (intolerant) of the beliefs of others?



A Friend

An Arab had 17 camels. When he died, he left half his camels to his eldest son; a third to his second son and a ninth to his youngest. Trouble is that 17 will not divide by two, three or nine. A friend heard about the problem and lent the boys a camel. That made 18. Half of 18 is 9; a third is 6; and a ninth is 2.   9+6+2 = 17.  So the friend got his camel back and the sons got what was right for each of them. A good Scout will always do what the friend did - whatever the cost - to make his neighbors happy. The promise is, of course, that if you sacrifice something (like an expensive camel) you will never lose and others might gain - which is the beginning of happiness. OK?

-- from "God. are you still in there?"

Not Without Getting Wet

Have you heard about the Scout who was turned down on his swimming merit badge? He showed up at the waterfront in a new pair of designer swim trunks. He had memorized the seven requirements for earning the badge. He knew the safety rules. He could describe all the body coordination involved in the backstroke, breaststroke, crawl and trudgen. But, when the instructor asked him to get into the water and demonstrate these skills, his reply was "I didn't know it involved that. I don't believe in getting wet."

Vick, you ask, did that really happen? Well, of course not. But you probably heard what did happen ... A Scout came before his Board of Review for the Life Scout Award. He had the proper merit badges and skill awards. He had served the proper time limits in some leadership role in his Troop. In Troop meetings, Courts of Honor, and other Scout functions, he had regularly raised his hand to the Scout Sign and said, "On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God..." But when the Review Committee asked him to explain what Duty to God means in his life, he said, "I don't believe in God, so I didn't think that applied to me."

A Scout cannot earn a swimming merit badge without getting wet. A Scout cannot earn the Life Award without a personal commitment to the Duty to God concept of Scouting.

Do the Scouts in your Troop have a regular association with that concept through your example and through activities designed to make them aware of God in their life? A recognition of this fundamental value must be cultivated long before the Scout reaches his Life Review.

God's Creatures

I will remember a moment when we were sitting around the cooking fire when a great, ugly beetle crawled across the area. Scouts and Scouters alike were commenting on its size and it's ugliness until one of the committeemen remarked, "one of God's creatures!" This simple remark at that moment made more of an impression than any number of sermons.



Twelve Guidelines for Living ...

A Biblical Perspective on the Scout Law

In 1911, the fledgling Boy Scouts of America published The Official Handbook for Boys.  This book presented to Americans an organization with a framework of duty to God and country and a cornerstone of unselfish service to mankind.  Under girding this organization was to be a firm foundation called the Scout Law.

 In the more than three-quarters of a century since the Official Handbook for Boys went to press, Scouting has kept pace with modern approaches while broadening its scope.  Yet the foundation remains firm, offering to today's youth the same moral guidance espoused in 1911.

Upon studying the 12 points of the Scout Law, Christians quickly recognize a well-balanced guide for living.  Each of these 12 points finds positive support from the pages of the Holy Bible.  As evidence of this biblical support a sampling of passages is provided.

I.
A Scout is Trustworthy - I Corinthians 4:1-2 (NASV) - "Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy."

II.
A Scout is Loyal - Proverbs 19:22a (RSV) - "What is desired in a man is loyalty."

III.
A Scout is Helpful - Matthew 25:35-36 (KJV) - "For I was hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger and ye took me in: Naked and ye clothed me: I was sick and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me." Proverbs (Moffatt) - "Never refuse help to your neighbor, when you can render it."

IV.
A Scout is Friendly - John 15:12-13 (NASV) - (Jesus said) "This is my commandment, that you love on another just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends."

V.
A Scout is Courteous - I Peter 3:8 (KJV) - "Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion of one another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous."

VI.
A Scout is Kind - Ephesians 4:32 (NASV) - "And be kind to on another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other just as God in Christ also has forgiven you."

VII.
A Scout is Obedient - Hebrews 13:17a (NASV) - "Obey your leaders and submit to them for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give account." Ephesians 6:1 (NASV) "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right."

VIII.
A Scout is Cheerful - Proverbs 17:22a (RSV) - "A cheerful heart is good medicine."

 IX.
A Scout is Thrifty ("he does not wantonly destroy property.  He works faithfully, wastes nothing and makes the best use of his opportunities.  He saves money so that he may pay his own way, he is generous to those in need and helpful to worthy objects.")* -Proverbs 21:5a (KJV) - "The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness." Romans 12:10-11 (NASV) - "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, persevering in tribulation, devoted in prayer....." Proverbs 28:27 (KJV) - "He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack."


*  The Boy Scouts of America, The official Handbook for Boys (New York: Doubleday, Page and Company, 1911), PP. 15-16.

X.
A Scout is Brave - II Timothy 1:7 (NASV)"For God has not given us a spirit of timidity but of power and lover and discipline." Joshua 1:6 (Moffatt) - ".... be strong and brave ... turning neither to the right not to the left, so that you may succeed wherever you go."

XI.
A Scout is Clean - Psalm 51:10 (NASV) "Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me."  Psalm 24:3 = "Who may ascend into the hills of the Lord and who may stand in His Holy place?  He who has clan hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive a blessing from the Lord and righteousness from God of his salvation."

XII.
A Scout is Reverent - Proverbs 19:23 (LB) - "Reverence for God gives life, happiness, and protection from harm."  Psalm 34:9 (Moffatt) - "Revere the Eternal, O ye saints of his, the reverent never want for anything."

Yes, the Scout Law offers 12 quality guidelines with biblical precedent.  Millions of young people have been positively influenced by this foundation of Scouting. And, as long as young people are led in scouting adventure by Christians committed to the truths of the Scout Law, America has in store for her a brighter future!

-- R. Chip Turner, Executive Committee Member. Association of Baptist for Scouting



Created Equal

We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; and among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

from the Declaration of Independence

On Reverence

The old knights were very religious. They were always careful to attend religious service, especially before going into battle or undertaking any serious difficulty. They considered it the right thing always to be prepared for death. Besides worshipping God in church, the knights always recognized His work in the things, which He made, such as animals, plants and all nature.

And so it is with peace scouts today. Wherever they go they love the woodlands, the mountains, and the prairies, and they like to watch and know about the animals that inhabit them, and the wonders of the flowers and plants.

No man is much good unless he believes in God and obeys His laws. So every Scout should have a religion.

Scouting for Boys, by Robert Baden-Powell, p.261

Measuring Men

You may measure the height of a mountain, or the number of miles from the sun;

You can time the flight of a rocket, or the bullet when fired from the gun;

The size of a Brooklet or river, as the landscape you casually scan;

The contents of hamper or basket - but how may you measure a man?

Surely not by his girth or the inches that reach from his head to his feet;

And not by the transit or level - and not by the plumb or the square;

And certainly not by the car that he drives, or the sort of pin he may wear.

Not by the sum of the years he has lived, or his portion in civic affairs;

Ant not by the place in the church or the State, or the size of the hat he wears.

Surely not by the riches he hoarded away, or successful investments he made;

Nor the time that he worked, as the years sped along, but rather how much he played.

Perhaps by his friends and his neighbors, the good cheer he dispenses each day;

The kind deeds he does, or the loads that he shares, as he journeys along life's highway.

Maybe by the frowns he erases and the bright smiles to which he gives birth

Will help us to set up a standard that will accurately measure his worth.

For we're tiring of sham and of falsehood and we're looking for standards not shown,

That will measure all men by their output, and not by their income alone;

And when we have added the figures and have totaled the things that are best,

We shall find that it's true - as it always has been - that it's service that measures success.


-- Bill Brown (1941)



Differing Opinions

When you meet those whose opinions differ from your own, do not turn away your face from them. All are seeking truth, and there are many roads leading thereto. Truth has many aspects, but it remains always and forever one.

-- Bahai Abdu'l-Baha from Sharing, p.35

Planting Seeds of Peace

"And goodness is the harvest that is produced from the seeds the peacemakers plant in peace."

-- Bible, James 3:18

The Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; Where there is hatred, let me sow love; Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 0 Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen

-- from Pathways to Worship, p.25

O Lord, Reform the World -- Beginning With Me.

"0 Lord, reform the world - beginning with me." That is the prayer of a Chinese Christian. I wonder if we are humble enough to pray the same prayer? Do you wonder at the things you see and hear in the news? Fighting? Strikes? Riots? Bombings? All of these things are caused because men are selfish beings. They want what is best for themselves and don't care what happens to others in the getting. They want to gain everything and give nothing.

Michel Quoist says, "Love is a one-way street. It always moves away from self in the direction of the other.' In other words, love means doing something for someone else without thinking of yourself. Christ did this. He came to earth, worked first as a carpenter and then as a missionary. Those who knew Him saw that He was Love. He saw a great deal of sin in people and, because of this died for us. He certainly didn't put Himself first, did He? If everyone in the world prayed this prayer sincerely there would be international peace at one.

-- from Sharing, p.10

Results Reached Far

A group of sullen, disconsolate German Prisoners of war were being marched ashore at Plymouth, England, during World War II. One in particular, hardly more than a boy, looked so utterly discouraged and forlorn that a King's Scout [like Eagle Scout in America) who was watching was moved to give him a warm, friendly smile. To his surprise the German prisoner's face lighted up and he responded with the Scout salute, recognizing the uniform the English Scout was wearing. The King Scout fell into step beside the German boy, chatting with him as long as the authorities permitted it.

At the World Jamboree in Bad Ischl, Austria, one the Section Chiefs, relating the incident, commented, "That simple act of Scout friendliness was the thing which aroused in the heart of that half-sick, dejected, defeated German soldier the determination to stick it out and to continue in Scouting when release came. I know, for I was that German soldier."

-- from The Scout Law In Action



Trust

Hans was a little shepherd boy who lived in Germany. One day, when he was keeping his master's sheep, a hunter rode up to him out of the forest. 'How far is it to the nearest village, my boy?' asked the hunter, 'It is six  miles, sir,' replied Hans. 'But the road is only a sheep track. You might easily miss your way.' 'My boy,' said the hunter, leaning down from his horse, 'if you will take me there I will pay you well.' Hans shook his head. 'I cannot leave the sheep, sir,' he said. 'They would stray in the forest and the wolves might eat them.' 'But if one or two sheep are lost or eaten,' said the hunter, 'I will pay you well for them. I will give you more than you can earn in a year.' 'No, sir,' said Hans. 'The sheep belong to my master. If they are lost, I should be to blame.' 'If you cannot take me to the village,' the hunter went on, 'will you get me a guide? I will take care of your sheep while you are gone.' Again Hans shook his head. 'I cannot do that,' he said. 'The sheep do not know your voice and I do not know if you would take good care of them. 'Can't you trust me?' asked the hunter. 'No sir,' said Hans. 'You have tried to make me break my promise to my master; how do I know that you will keep your promise to me?' The hunter laughed. 'You are right,' he said. 'I wish I could trust my servants as your master can trust you.’

Just then several men rode out of the forest and seeing the hunter they spurred their horses towards him. 'Sire!' they shouted joyfully. 'We thought you were lost!' Then Hans learned to his great surprise that the hunter was a prince of the kingdom. He was afraid that the great man would punish him. But the prince only smiled and spoke in praise of him and then they all rode away. Some days later a servant came from the prince and took Hans to the palace. 'Hans,' said the prince, 'I want you to leave your sheep and to come and serve me. I know that you are a boy whom I can trust.' Hans was very happy over his good fortune but he replied, 'If my master can find another boy to take my place, then I will come and serve you.' So Hans went back and looked after the sheep until his master found another boy. After that he served the prince for many years.

-- Assemblies for Primaries from Searching, p.36



Drama

I didn't call you, I'm Praying! Worship Skit

Instructions:
The second person should be heard but not seen.

1.
"Our Father who art in Heaven...

2.
Yes.

1.
Don't interrupt me. I'm praying.

2.
But you called me.

1.
Called you? I didn't call you. I'm praying. "Our Father who art in Heaven..."

2.
There, you did it again.

1.
Did what?

2.
Called me. You said: "Our Father who art in Heaven." Here I am, what's on your mind?

1.
But I didn't mean anything by it. I was, you know, just saying my prayers for the day. I always say the Lord's Prayer. It makes me feel good; kind of like getting a duty done.

2.
all right, go on.

1.
"Hallowed by Thy name...

2 
Hold it. What did you mean by that?

1. 
By what?

2.
By "hallowed be Thy name?"

1.
It means... It means... Good grief, I don't know what it means. How should I know? It's just part of the prayer. By the way, what does it mean?

2.
It means honored, holy, and wonderful.

1.
Hey, that makes sense. I never thought what hallowed meant before. "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven."

2.
Do you really mean that?

1.
Sure, why not?

2.
What are you doing about it?

1.
Doing? Nothing, I guess. I just think it would be kind of neat if you got control of everything down here like you have up there.

2.
Do I have control of you?

1.
Well, I go to church.

2.
That isn't what I asked you. What about your attitudes? Do you really believe you are a person filled with my love? Do you treat others with respect?



1.
Stop picking on me! I'm just as good as some of the rest of those phonies at church.

2.
Excuse me. I thought you were praying for my will to be done. If that is to happen, it will have to start with the ones who are praying for it. Like you, for example.

1.
Oh all right. I guess I do have some hang-ups. Now that you mention it, I could probably name some.

2. 
So could I.

1.
I haven't thought about it very much until now. But I really would like to cut out some of those things. I would like to, you know, be really  free.

2.
Good. Now we're getting somewhere. Well we'll work together, you and I. Some victories can truly be won. I'm proud of you.

1.
Look, Lord, I need to finish up here. This is taking a lot longer than it usually does. "Give us this day our daily bread."

2.
You need to cut out some of the bread. You're overweight as it is.

1.
Hey, wait a minute! What is this? Here I was doing my religious duty, and all of sudden You break in and remind me of all my hang-ups.

2.
Praying is a dangerous thing. You could wind up changed, you know. That's what I'm trying to get across to you. You called me, and here I am. It's too late to stop now. Keep praying, I'm interested in the next part of your prayer... (pause) ... well, go on.

1.
I'm scared to.

2.
Scared? Of what?

1.
I know what you'll say.

2.
Try me and see.

1.
"Forgive us our trespasses [debts) as we forgive those who trespass against us [our debtors]."

2.
What about Linda?

1.
See? I knew it! I knew you would bring her up. Why, Lord, she told lies about me, cheated me out of some money. She never paid back that debt she owes me. I've sworn to get even with her.

2.
But what about your prayer?

1.
I didn't mean it.

2.
Well, at least you're honest. But it's not much fun carrying that load of bitterness around inside, is it?

1.
No. But I'll feel better soon as I get even. Boy, have I got some plans for old Linda. She'll wish she never did me any harm.

2.
You won't feel any better. You'll feel worse. Revenge isn't sweet. Think of how unhappy you are already. But I can change all that.



1.
You can? How?

2.
Forgive Linda as I have forgiven you. You may lose the money, but you will have settled your heart.

1.
Oh, You're right. You always are. And more than I want revenge on Linda, I want to be right with You   (pause) ... (sigh) All right, all right. I forgive her. Please help her to find the right road in life. She's bound to be awfully miserable now that I think about it. Anybody who goes around doing the things that she does to others has to be out of it. Some way, somehow, show her the right way. And Lord, help me to forget it too.

2.
There now! Wonderful! How do you feel?

1.
Hmmm, well not bad. Not bad at all. In fact, I feel pretty great!

2.
You're not through with your prayer. Go on.

1.
Oh, all right. "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil"

2.
Good! Good! I'll do that. Just don't put yourself in a place where you can be tempted.

1.
What do you mean by that?

2.
Quit hanging around with that one group which is always getting into trouble. Change some of your friendships. Some of your so-called friends are beginning to get to you. They'll have you completely involved in wrong things before long. Don't be fooled. They advertise they're having fun, but for you it would be ruin. Don't use me for an escape hatch.

1.
I don't understand.

2.
Sure you do. You've done it a lot of times. You get in bad situations, you get into trouble and then you come running to Me "Lord, help me out of this mess."

1.
I'm sorry Lord. I really am. Up until now I thought that if I just prayed the Lord's Prayer every day, then I could do what I liked. I didn't expect anything to happen like ..... that you really listen.

2.
Go ahead and finish your prayer.

1.
"For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever."

2.
Do you know what would bring me glory? What would really make me happy?

1.
No, but I'd like to know. I want to please You. I can see what a mess I've made of my life and I can see how neat it would be to really be one of Your followers.

2.
You just answered the question.

1. 
I did?

2.
Yes. The thing that would bring Me glory is to have people like you truly love Me. And I see that happening between us. There's no telling what we can do together.

1 
Lord, let's see what we can make of me, O.K.?

2.
Yes, let's see.



Benedictions

Short Benedictions

May we all remain fast and firm in faith, that the glory of glories may rest upon us. Thou art Gracious, the Bountiful, the Merciful, and the Compassionate. 

 --From the Bahai faith, Abdul Bahai.

The Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, and give you peace.

--Traditional

May the Lord watch between me and thee,

While we are absent from one another.

-- The Mizpah

An Old Irish Blessing

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind always be at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

The rain fall soft upon your friends,

And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

The Scoutmaster's Benediction

May the great Scoutmaster of all great Scouts be with us until we meet again. 

Closing Ceremony Thoughts 

 May I grow in character and ability as I grow in size. 

May I be honest with myself and others in what I do and say. 

May I always honor my parents, my elders and my leaders. 

May I develop high moral principles and the courage to live by them. 

May I strive for health in body, mind and spirit. 

May I always respect the rights of others. 

May I set a good example so that others may enjoy and profit from my company. 

May I give honest effort to my work. 

May I learn things that will help me make life better for every living thing in God's beautiful world. 
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